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Traffic a challenge, ballot an opportunity this year 


s this edition of “Where We Live” goes 

to press in January 2019, lane closures 

have just begun on the Morgan-Sulli- 
van Bridge, the span carrying Route 147 over 
the Westfield River. Get used to it — it’s going 
to be like this for a few years. 

MassDOT says it will finish rebuilding the 
1946 bridge by summer 2022. In the meantime, 
rather than four lanes — two heading into 
Agawam, two heading into West Springfield — 
there will be just one in each direction. 

The bridge, at the intersection of three main 
roads on the Agawam side alone, Is already a 
chokepoint during rush hours. Things will sure- 
ly only get worse when September rolls around 
and the Eastern States Exposition — a guaran- 
teed weekend traffic jam even when the bridge 
was fully open — sets up at the West Spring- 
field fairground literally just over the bridge 
from Agawam. Construction will halt for the 17 
days of the Big E, but the half of the bridge that 
was demolished won't be available for traffic, 
so drivers will still have to cram into Just one 
lane in each direction. Officials from the Big E 
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1. Jay DiRico works on putting with, from left, Aubrey Chianciola, Mack- 
enzie Lynch and Frankie Gauthier at the Agawam Municipal Golf Course’s 
summer camp last year. Photo by Michael Ballway 

2. Gil Fortunato lays a wreath at the Massachusetts Veterans Cemetery in 
Agawam, part of the annual Wreaths Across America event. Photo by Michael 


Ballway 


say they'll do whatever they can to cut down 
on traffic in Agawam. It will be interesting to 
see what they come up with. 

And the Morgan-Sullivan Bridge isn’t the 
only road project starting in 2019. The state is 
also set to begin work on a long-awaited re- 
construction of Feeding Hills Center, the busy 
crossroads of North Westfield, South West- 
field, Southwick and Springfield streets, adding 
left-turn lanes in all directions, bike lanes and 
improvements in pickup and dropoff lines at 
Granger School. Construction on Route 187 
and Route 57 will take two years. There's also a 
separate South Westfield Street road-straight- 
ening project set to begin this summer, and 
pedestrian and cyclist safety improvements 
envisioned at O'Brien's Corner, the intersec 
tion of Maple, North and Springfield streets. 
O'Brien's Corner is just up the street from the 
Morgan-Sullivan Bridge, and is also a key gate- 
way to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge, 
the chief alternate route. 

Apart from these state-funded projects, the 


mayor has embarked on an ambitious regimen 
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Mike Lydick 


of street, sidewalk and sewer improvements us- 
ing town funds. His first focus in 2019 will be on 
North Agawam, the neighborhood where the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge is located. 
After years of awaiting the bridge and Feeding 
Hills projects, town officials are well aware of 
how they will affect commuters through these 
busy parts of town. But it would be foolish to 
refuse state funds when they're being offered. 
Officials will do all they can to reduce the pain 
for motorists — or they'll hear about it at the 
ballot box in November. 

That ballot will be the other big story to 
watch in 2019. The last town election, in 2017, 
saw 24 candidates for the 11 seats on the City 
Council, and three candidates for mayor. The 
council candidates ranged from former mayors 
to political newcomers, and brought a wide 
range of issues — and criticisms of incumbent 
councilors — to the campaign trail. In the 
end, the majority of the incumbents were 
re-elected, but the competition made them 


work for it. 
see EDITOR, page 4 
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High School’s 2018 graduation, held at Symphony Hall in Springfield. Photo by 


4, Local veterans are guests of honor at a Veterans Day ceremony held in 


November 2018 at Granger School in Feeding Hills. Photo by Mike Lydick 
5. Elementary schools learn from adult and teen coaches in “Biddy Ball,” 


Agawam Youth Basketball’s youngest recreation league. Photo by Lynn Boscher 


3. Danielle Baker takes a selfie with her daughter, Morgan, at Agawam 
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Business is booming in a welcoming community 


n 2018, the town 

of Agawam experi- 

enced a wave of new 
development-friendly 
programs along with 
new and expanding 
businesses. The town 
continues to have 
the lowest split com- 
mercial tax rate in the 
Pioneer Valley, which is one example why 
Agawam is a leader in business development. 
Agawam also boasts the most developable 
vacant parcels in the region, which places the 
town in a remarkable position for new devel- 
opment in 2019 and beyond. 

Agawam continues to offer much to its 
residents and businesses alike. People come 
here for our comprehensive, well-functioning, 
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Parrotta 


successful school system; the Agawam Public 
Library, with their array of reading material, 
technology and a multitude of various pro- 
grams; and our Senior Center now provides 
extended transportation hours, programs 
and services for the elderly. 

Agawam and Feeding Hills boast an im- 
pressive roster of recreation areas and facil- 
ities, including School Street Park with its 
splash park, volleyball, disc golf and band shell 
for summer concerts; additional pickleball 
courts; and a dog park that still remains the 
envy of the region. Both Perry Lane Preschool 
and Borgatti Field saw improvements and ex- 
pansions. The Parks and Recreational Needs 
Assessment and Master Plan were also final- 
ized, giving Agawam a strong roadmap for 
future developments, specifically to the Tuck- 
ahoe Turf Farm located in the Feeding Hills 


section of town. 

In an effort to support new and expanding 
businesses, the town has and will continue 
to grow its business-friendly programming. 
Working with the City Council the town 
convened a Zoning Review Committee to 
brainstorm ways to update the town's zoning 
reforms with more significant updates in the 
offering for 2019. A Property Assessed Clean 
Energy (PACE) program, which allows busi- 
nesses and developers to extend payments 
for energy-efficiency upgrades on existing 
buildings over 20 years via a betterment as- 
sessment on their property tax bills. The town 
also completed another Green Community 
project at Roberta Doering Middle School, 
which involved comprehensive upgrades to 
LED lighting, a new Energy Management Sys- 


see MAYOR, page 4 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR MAYOR 


MAYOR | from page 3 


tem and new boiler. Energy-efficient projects 
are responsible investments both because they 
reduce the town’s environmental impact and 
help reduce taxes for residents. 

Agawam gladly welcomed a multitude of 
new businesses — big and small — to Its al- 
ready diverse business community. Agawam 
remains the proud home of Six Flags New 
England, HP Hood and OMG Inc, to name 
just a few. Taplin Yard Pump & Power has re- 
cently opened for business on Main Street and 
the former 21-acre parcel formerly known as 
Southworth Paper is under new ownership of 
its 146,000 square foot building. Finally, Tenaska 
purchased Berkshire Power Company, which is 
a natural gas-fired power generation facility. 
Able Tool and Machine recently expanded 
and relocated into a brand-new development 
on Silver Street. 

The Morgan-Sullivan Bridge replacement is 
now underway; the new bridge will be wid- 
ened to include four lanes for vehicles and 
Complete Streets improvements, including 
new sidewalks and separated two-way bike 
lanes on the east side of the bridge. The instal- 
lation of new sidewalks will also be added in 


EDITOR | from page 2 


At least one councilor, Joseph Mineo, has 
said he does not intend to run for re-election 
in 2019, so there will be at least one newcomer 
elected. How many of 2017's hopefuls will build 
on their momentum with another run this year? 
Now that the mayor is addressing streets and 
sidewalks, what will emerge as this year's key 
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Flanked by School Committee and City Council members, Mayor William Sapelli delivers his 
inauguration speech in January 2018. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


several locations where currently none exist 
and connect to the Doering Middle School 
and the Big E site. Additional information 
can be found at www.mass.gov/morgan-sulli- 
van-bridge-replacement-project. 

Agawam has continued to address the 
blighted property concerns throughout town 
and has facilitated in the preparation and dem- 
olition of homes and businesses. 

With school safety remaining a top priority, 
Agawam has installed key fob entry systems 
at the High School and Junior High School. 


critique? Will all the voters who mobilized to 
demand “change” in 2017, and saw their efforts 
largely flustered, come back as a bigger and more 
effective group In 2019? 

As always, your best guide to the road clo- 
sures and election campaigns is a subscription to 
the Agawam Advertiser News, the only newspa- 


Additional cameras have also been installed 
throughout the schools. 

Upon completion of my first year as may- 
or, | appreciate the support received from our 
elected officials, residents and the business 
community. Your voices were heard and as you 
can see around town, we listened. Working to- 
gether we can continue to make Agawam a 
better community. 


William P. Sapelli 
Mayor of Agawam 


per all about Agawam. Give us a call at 413-786- 
7747 to get started. For voters, drivers, or anyone 
who cares about Agawam, there's going to be a 
lot to discuss and a lot to learn in 2019. 


Michael Ballway 
Editor, Agawam Advertiser News 


Your local hometown news! 


Visit us at 


agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


YOUR AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 


leven city councilors are elected every other 

year, In odd-numbered years, along with the 

mayor and School Committee members. 
All seats are at large. The current council terms 
will be up for re-election in November 2019. The 
full council typically meets on the first and third 
Monday of the month, at 7 p.m. in the auditori- 
um at Agawam Junior High School, 1305 Spring- 
field St, Feeding Hills; agendas are usually printed 
in the previous Thursday's Agawam Advertiser 


News. 


Christopher C. Johnson 

Council president 

88 Morningside Circle, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413-786-6297 

cjohnson@agawam.ma.us 


Cecilia P. Calabrese 

Council vice president 

Member, Finance and Legislative 
subcommittees 





City Council meetings moved last year to the auditorium at Agawam Junior High School. Photo 


by Michael Ballway 


75 Wagon Wheel Drive, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413-657-1257 
ccalabrese@agawam.ma.us 


George Bitzas 
Vice chairman, Legislative Subcommittee 
Member, Community Relations 


Subcommittee 

33 Fernwood Drive, Agawam, MA 01001 
413-789-1464 

gbitzas@agawam.ma.us 


see COUNCIL, page 6 


The Agawam Historical Association is a private, non-profit organization working to 


preserve Agawams past and provide educational opportunities concerning town history 


through informative speakers on topics of local interest, a popular members-only 
potluck/show & tell, and other events at three historic locations. 


The historical association operates the Agawam Historical & Fire House Museum at 
35 Elm Street (the former AFD Station No. 3), which houses a variety of town-related 
artifacts. [he associations Thomas Smith House, c. 1757, is preserved in near- original, 
unrestored condition, and is located at 251 North West Street in Feeding Hills. The 
association's regular meetings are held at the historic Captain Charles Leonard House. 


IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN HISTORY, PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING! 


House ae 


LISTED IN 
THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER OF 
HISTORIC PLACES 


Visit agawamhistoricalassoc.webs.com for membership information. 


Follow us on Facebook for information on upcoming exhibits and events! 
OUR BENEFIT TRACTOR SHOW RETURNS TO E. CECCHI FARMS ON JULY 27 
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YOUR AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
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Paul C. Cavallo 

Chairman, School Budget Subcommittee 
Member, Finance Subcommittee 

6D Castle Hill Road, Agawam, MA 01001 
413-786-7682 

pcavallo@agawam.ma.us 


Gina M. Letellier 

Chairman, Finance Subcommittee 
Member, Community Relations and 
School Budget subcommittees 

76 Beekman Drive, Agawam, MA 01001 
413-786-6882 

gletellier@agawam.ma.us 


Robert A. Magovern 

Chairman, Legislative Subcommittee 

Member, Community Relations Subcommittee 
144 Birch Hill Road, Agawam, MA 01001 
413-786-0171 


AGAWAM’S 
COMMUNITY 
HOUSE 
SINCE 1939 
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663 Marin STREET AGAWAM CENTER 


Dino Mercadante 

Vice chairman, 

Community Relations Subcommittee 
Member, Finance and School 

Budget subcommittees 

P.O. Box 394, Agawam, MA 01001 
413-789-2176 


Joseph Mineo 

Vice chairman, Finance Subcommittee 
Member, Administrative and 

School Budget subcommittees 

33 Maple Meadows Lane, Agawam, MA 01001 
413-789-4356 

jmineo@agawam.ma.us 


Robert E. Rossi 

Chairman, Administrative Subcommittee 
Member, Legislative Subcommittee 

44 Colemore St, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413-786-2160 

rrossi@agawam.ma.us 


| if t a ny 
| 
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Rosemary Sandlin 

Vice chairman, School Budget Subcommittee 
Member, Legislative Subcommittee 

90 Granger Drive, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413-786-3256 


Anthony R. Suffriti 

Chairman, Community Relations Subcommittee 
Member, Administrative Subcommittee 

39 Belvidere Ave, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413-342-4015 

asuffriti@agawam.ma.us 


Council Office 

Barbara Bard, Administrative Assistant 
bbard@agawam.ma.us 

Agawam Town Hall 

36 Main St., Lower Level, Agawam, MA 01001 
Tel. 413-726-9716, Fax 413-726-9717 


CAPTAIN CHARLES LEONARD HOUSE 
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Historic elegance available for your next social or business event. 
AFTER FUNERAL RECEPTIONS | ANNIVERSARIES | GRADUATIONS | SHOWERS | MEETINGS | RETREATS 


CALL 786-9421 TO BOOK YOUR EVENT. 
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Hanna Brennan accepts a prize fr 


March 2018. Photo by Mike Lydick 


Animal Control 

1000 Suffield St, Agawam 

Business hours: 413-726-9754 

Emergencies after hours: 413-726-9754 

Staff 

Animal Control Officer Alison Strong 
astrong@agawam.ma.us 

Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
2018 dog licenses expire March 31 

2019 dog licenses on sale April 1 

$10 for spayed or neutered 

$25 non-spayed 

After May 1, there is a $10 late fee for licenses 
Reminder on the census along with link to do 
licensing online in March 


Assessor 

Town Hall, first floor 

Tel. 413-786-0400, ext. 8205 

Fax 413-726-2828 

Staff 

Assessor Samuel Konieczny, ext. 8704 
Principal Clerk Donna Ruccio, ext. 8700 
Administrative Assistant Charlotte Grondin, 
ext. 8701 

Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 





e Easter Bunny at the Parks 
and Recreation Department’s annual egg hunt at School Street Park in 





Agawam’s Police Department Is active in the schools, running a half 
year-long DARE program each year at Roberta Doering School. Police 


TOWN GOVERNMENT 


= 


Chief Eric Gillis, center, and school resource officer Robert Burke 
congratulate graduates. Photo by Michael Ballway 


Computers available for record cards and maps, 
8:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 

Services 

The assessor's office is responsible for uniform- 
ly an accurately valuing all property, both real 
and personal, located within the town. The 
valuation date Is Jan. 1. The values generated 
by assessors are reviewed and certified trienni- 
ally by the state Department of Revenue. The 
next certification process of the approximately 
12,000 parcels of real estate and 1,300 accounts 
of personal property will occur in fiscal 2019. 


Tax rates 

Real estate tax bills are due Aug. 1, Nov. 1, Feb. 
1 and May 1 every year. The rates for fiscal 
2019 are $16.65 per $1,000 assessed value for 
residential properties; $31.92 for commercial 
properties. The following are the tax rates for 
the previous five years: 


Year Residential Commercial 
FY '18 $16.61 $31.47 
FY i $16.31 $31.12 
FY '16 $16.18 $29.98 
FY 15 $15.74 $28.29 
FY ‘14 $15.55 $27.93 


Town Clerk 

Town Hall, first floor 

Tel. 413-786-0400, ext. 8215 

Fax 413-786-9927 

Staff 

Town Clerk Vincent Gioscia, ext. 8744 
Assistant Clerk Margaret McCarthy, ext. 8745 
Principal Clerk Barbara Dobek, ext. 8746 

Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Services 

The town clerk's office is responsible for main- 
taining all of the town’s official records and 
documents, and exercises responsibility for the 
operation of elections together with the main- 
tenance of election records. In addition, it issues 
fishing, trapping, hunting and marriage licenses, 
along with death and business certificates. 


Council on Aging 

954 Main St, Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0604 or 413-821-0605 

Fax 413-789-4092 

Staff 

Executive Director Michael Squindo, ext. 8835 
Deputy Director Kristina Lynch, ext. 8836 
Outreach Coordinator Lori Arsenault, ext. 8846 
Principal Clerk Lynn Kaczman, ext. 8837 
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TOWN GOVERNMENT 


Volunteer Coordinator Susan Conlon, ext. 8838 
Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Weekend activities as scheduled 

Services 

The Council on Aging is responsible for co- 
ordinating and conducting programs dealing 
with the elderly and to promote facilities for 
the health, education, welfare and recreation of 
these citizens. It is also responsible for oversight 
and operation of the Agawam Senior Center. 


Friends of Agawam Senior Center 

The Friends of Agawam Senior Center raises 
funds to buy and repair anything that the Se- 
nior Center needs. The group holds dinners and 
other functions to fund raise. President Patricia 
Murphy can be contacted at 413-301-4972. 


Fire Department 

Headquarters: 800 Main St. Agawam 

Station 2: 1200 Springfield St, Feeding Hills 
Emergency 9-1-1 

Administration tel. 413-786-0657 
Administration fax 413-786-1241 

Headquarters tel. 413-786-2662 

Headquarters fax 413-786-1241 

Staff 

Chief Alan Sirois, afdchief@agawam.ma.us 
Deputy Chief Frank Matuszczak, afddeputy@ 
agawam.ma.us 

Fire Inspector Jacob N.G. Dushane, afdinsp@ 
agawam.ma.us 

Administrative Assistant Pauline Berthiaume, 
pberthiaume@agawam.ma.us 

Hours 

Emergency services available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week 

Administrative office: Monday through Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Services 

Fire suppression, prevention, fire code enforce- 
ment, fire education, emergency medical ser- 
vices 


Health Department 
Town Hall, second floor 
Tel. 413-786-0400, ext. 8207 


Staff 
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Among the Parks and Recreation Department’s offerings is a tennis camp, where high school 





ie 


coach Jeff Corbin helps youngsters learn the game. Photo by Mike Lydick 


Director Kathleen Auer, ext. 8721 

Nurse Sherry Petrucci, ext. 8722 

Principal Clerk Beth Ceccarini, ext. 8720 
Sanitarian Michael Theroux, ext. 8750 

Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Services 

The Health Department is responsible for 
providing educational and personal services 
to Agawam residents in order to improve the 
public health of the community. It is also re- 
sponsible for the provision of public health 
services in the Agawam public schools via the 
school nursing program. 


Inspection Services 

1000 Suffield St, Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0632 

Fax 413-821-0637 

Staff 

Inspector William Scott, ext. 8634 

Head Clerk Veronica Hamann, ext. 8633 
Administrative Assistant Pamela Brisbois Cross, 
ext. 8823 

Plumbing Inspector Michael Day, ext. 8636 
Electrical Inspector Gary Turnball 

Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Services 

The Inspection Services Department is respon- 
sible for the enforcement of the building and 


zoning codes for the purposes of promoting 
the health, safety, convenience and welfare of 
the inhabitants of the community, as well as for 
testing of all weighing and measuring devices 
used in town. Services include building inspec 
tions, electrical inspections, plumbing inspec 
tions, code enforcement and sealing of weights 
and measures, as well as support for the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. The ZBA Is responsible for 
handling appeals regarding land use. 


Building permits 

A permit is required for any type of construc 
tion or installation of an accessory structure. 
All permits must be applied for, with fees, by 
a licensed building contractor, plumbing con- 
tractor (including lawn irrigation), gas fitter or 
electrical contractor. Fines will be assessed for 
any work done without a permit. Permits are 
required for pellet and wood stoves. Permits 
are required for siding, roofing and windows. 
Permits are required for any signs or tents. No 
permit is required to install a fence. Call the 
Inspectional Services Department for fencing 
regulations. 


Parks and Recreation 

1000 Suffield St, Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0513 or 413-821-0514 
Fax 413-821-0637 

Staff 


Director Chris Sparks, ext. 8515, recreation@ 


agawam.ma.us 
Administrative Assistant 

Missy Blackack, ext. 8514 

Nursery School: Ann Marie Christofori, 
413-789-1616 

Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Planning and Community Development 
Town Hall, second floor 

Tel. 413-786-0400, ext. 8245 

Staff 

Director of Planning and Community 
Development Marc Strange, ext. 8738 
Assistant Planner and Conservation Officer 
Pamela Kerr, ext. 8737, 
planning@agawam.ma.us 

Administrative Assistant 

Amanda Boissonneault, ext. 8739 

Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Services 


The office of 
Planning and 
Community De- 
velopment is a 
multitask depart- 
ment assisting in 
the overall growth 
of the commu- 
nity in an orderly 
and managed 
approach to pro- 
mote economic 

development, natural 
resources and community character. The of- 
fice oversees the preparation of comprehen- 
sive plans, studies which guide growth while 
balancing community needs and _ resources, 
and provides a fair and efficient system of ap- 
plication processing and permitting. The office 
serves the Agawam Planning Board; the Aga- 
wam Conservation Commission; and the Ad 
Hoc Redevelopment Committee. It also advises 





Agawam firefighters march in the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
2018. Photo by Lynn Boscher 


and provides assistance to the Agawam Beauti- 
fication Committee and the Agawam Histori- 
cal Commission. Planning Board services at this 
office include site plan review, subdivision re- 
view and approval-not-required (ANR) review 
(Form A). Conservation Commission services 
at this office include notices of intent and cer- 
tificates of compliance. 


AIUTO20INT 
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¢ Would you like to 
turn your old car into 
a new one? 

e Has your car seen its 
best days? 

e Miles getting up 
there? 


(413) 786-8907 


All sales Now through March 30th 
will be entered into a $1,000 CASH giveaway!!! That's right...CASH! 


Check out our website: Autopointmotors.net 
We're right in your backyard and we pride ourselves on making car buying easy. 
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Police Department 

681 Springfield St, Feeding Hills 

Emergency 9-1-1 

Tel. 413-786-4767 

Fax 413-786-4821 

Staff 

Police Chief Eric Gillis, ext. 8784 

Administrative Assistant 

Patricia Brennan, ext. 8752 

Records: Jana Boruss, ext. 8606 

Dispatch Desk, ext. 8774 

Hours 

Emergency services available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week 

Records Bureau open Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. 
to noon and 1-4 p.m. 


Services 
The Agawam Police Department is a full-time, 
full-service department of about 50 sworn off- 
cers and eight civilian employees in the follow- 
ing divisions: 
Patrol Division 
Traffic Bureau 
Detective Bureau 
Records Bureau 
DARE/School Resource Division 
Animal Control Officer 
Records fees 
The following fees apply to any public record 
in the custody of the Agawam Police Depart- 
ment: 
- Accident reports in hand or by mail, no 
charge 
«Incident or miscellaneous reports in hand, 
no charge 
«Reports for victims of domestic violence: 
No charge, per law 
Other fees 
- License to carry a firearm (LTC): $100, 
non-refundable 
- Firearm identification cards (FID): $100, 
non-refundable 
- Lost or stolen permits: No charge for 
replacement 
- The Agawam Police Department accepts 
only cash or checks made out to Town of 
Agawam. 
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Public Library 

750 Cooper St, Agawam 

Tel. 413-789-1550 

Staff 

Library Director Nancy Siegel, ext. 8855, nsie- 
gel@agawamiibrary.org 

Assistant Director Jolene Mercadante, ext. 
8866, jmercadante@agawamlibrary.org 
Reference Librarian Jerome Walczak, ext. 8852, 
jwalczak@agawamilibrary.org 

Adult Services Librarian Cher Collins, ext. 8851, 
ccollins@agawamlibrary.org 

Youth Services Librarian Pamela Weingart, ext. 
8857, pweingart@agawamilibrary.org 

Hours 

Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Saturday (except summer), 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed on Sundays and on Saturdays in the 
summer 

Services 

The Agawam Public Library is much more 
than books. The library offers music, movies, 
magazines, digital content and a local history 
collection. The library also provides meeting 
rooms for groups big and small, quiet study 
rooms, ESL and computer classes, programs for 
young children, teens and adults, homebound 
delivery service and museum passes for local 
attractions. The library has Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram for citizens to follow. Any Mas- 
sachusetts citizen is eligible for an Agawam li- 
brary card and any cards from the C/WMARS 
automated library network can be used to take 


Out items. 


Friends of the Agawam Public Library 

The Friends engage in fundraising activities and 
volunteering activities to augment the library’s 
offerings. Funds raised through the annual 
book sale, sponsorship of speakers and sale of 
publications help the library purchase materi- 
als and equipment it might not otherwise have 
been able to obtain. Volunteers help the library 
staff carry out their professional responsibilities. 
The Friends of the Agawam Public Library meet 
at the library at 7 p.m. on the first Thursday of 
each month, except July and August. For more 


information, contact President Marcia Capua- 
no at 413-786-5506; P.O. Box 478, Feeding Hills, 
MA _ 01030-0478; friendsaplI@yahoo.com; or 
www.agawamlibrary.org/about/friends.hAtm. 
New members are always welcome. 


Public Works 

1000 Suffield St. Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0600 

Fax 413-821-0631 

Public Works staff 

Superintendent Christopher Golba, ext. 8623 
Deputy Superintendent of Water and Sewer 
Departments John Decker, ext. 8627 

Deputy Superintendent of Highways and 
Grounds Steve Bonesteel, ext. 8626 
Administrative Assistant Hope Goff, ext. 8621 
Principal Clerk Elisa Dagenais, ext. 8622 

Senior Clerk Gina Carestia, ext. 8811 

Solid Waste and Stormwater Coordinator Tra- 
cy DeMaio, ext. 8624 

DPW Garage: Ronald Pignatare, ext. 8602 
Engineering staff 

Town Engineer Michelle Chase, ext. 8625 
Assistant Town Engineer Michael Albro, ext. 
8803 

Civil Engineer 1 Dawn Nims, ext. 8816 

Civil Engineer 1 Vladimir Caceres, ext. 8805 
Civil Engineer 1 Benjamin Ashley, ext. 8817 
Hours 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Highway and Grounds 

The Highway Division of the Agawam DPW is 
responsible for maintaining the road system, 
providing snow and ice control, traffic and 
regulatory sign maintenance and other various 
programs involved in the maintenance and 
upkeep of existing road systems, and public 
grounds and athletic fields. 

Wastewater 

This division is responsible for maintaining all 
the town sewage system, including public sew- 
ers, building sewers, force mains and pumping 
stations. The DPW is available around the clock 
(including weekends and holidays) to respond 
to blocked sewers and related backups. If the 
problem is located in the public sewer, there is 


no charge for the service. The following fees are 
charged to clear a blockage in the building sew- 
er serving individual properties: $150 from 7:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on normal work days; $405 
during other hours and weekends and holidays. 
DPW emergency employees can be reached by 
calling the Police Department at 413-786-4767. 
The property owner is responsible for the cost 
of cleaning blockages on the building sewer 
that serves only his house, regardless of wheth- 
er the blockage Is in the street or on his proper- 
ty. The department guarantees the work it does 
for a three-month period unless the problem is 
from roots; then the guarantee is for six months 
if a private tree, or two years if a public shade 
tree. 


Treasurer and Collector 
Town Hall, first floor 

Tel. 413-786-0400, 

ext. 8218 


Improving people’s li 


\ ’ 


AGAWAMI 
CROSSING 
DENTAL 


Treasurer staff 

Treasurer-Collector Laurel Placzek, ext. 8712 
Principal Clerk Amy Boyd, ext. 8713 
Principal Clerk Karen Drane, ext. 8714 


Collector staff 
Assistant Collector 

Ann Marie Hartmann, ext. 8710 
Principal Clerk Sue Ellsworth, ext. 8711 
Principal Clerk Diane Lovechio ext. 8708 
Principal Clerk Carolyn LaChappelle, ext. 8715 


Hours 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Services 
The Treasurer's Office is charged with receiv- 


ing and accounting for all the monies belong- 
ing to the town, processing town and school 


|. 


* 
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TOWN GOVERNMENT 


payrolls, initiating temporary and permanent 
borrowing, and performing other statutory 
functions required by state law. The Treasurer's 
Office is responsible for the safe keeping of all 
funds, including investing to ensure safety and 
liquidity while obtaining a maximum yield, and 
maintaining a cash book to reflect all disburse- 
ments, receipts and cash balances; and provid- 
ing this and other information to the auditor 
and state Department of Revenue. The Collec- 
tor’s Office is responsible for the collection of 
real estate, motor vehicle excise and personal 
property taxes, sewer assessments, water and 
sewer bills, and any other money committed 
to the department for collection. 


ves, one smile at a time 


CHRISTOPHER J. MAGIERA, DMD 
200 SILVER STREET » AGAWAM, MA 01001 

PH. 413-786-0171 
WWW.CHRISTOPHERMAGIERA.COM 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR STATE SENATOR 





Proud to represent Agawam in the Senate 


y name is Don Huma- 
son and | represent 
Agawam, — Chicopee, 
Easthampton, Granville, Holyoke, 
Montgomery, Russell, Southamp- 
ton, Southwick, Tolland, and West- 
field in the Massachusetts State 
Senate. 

I'd like to thank you for re-elect- 
ing me into office and allowing me to ad- 
vocate for you on Beacon Hill. It is an honor 
to serve those in the Second Hampden and 
Hampshire District and | truly appreciate your 
support. 

The 191st General Court is now in full 
swing and | am looking forward to working 
collaboratively with my colleagues on im- 


portant legislation. | have worked closely with 





Rep. Nick Boldyga in the past and 
am excited to partner with him, 
Mayor Sapelli and municipal lead- 
ers for the benefit of the town of 
Agawam. 

As the Morgan-Sullivan Bridge 
replacement project ramps up, | 
will be staying In communication 
with MassDOT and town off- 
cials to try to mitigate any negative impacts 
on motorists, pedestrians, homeowners and 
businesses in the area. 

Representing Agawam is an honor, espe- 
cially considering all of the great things the 
town has to offer. My wife Janice and |, along 
with our son Quinn, find ourselves frequent- 
ing Agawam for good restaurants, the public 


pool, Six Flags, and the Agawam Cinemas. 


“(hh 
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Energizing 


Healthy 


Smoothies 
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| would like all of my constituents to know 
that there are multiple avenues in which you 
can contact me or my office. | have a district 
office located at 64 Noble St, Westfield, MA 
01085. The phone number is 413-568-3390. 
My Statehouse office is located at 24 Bea- 
con St, Room 313A, Boston, MA 02133. The 
phone number is 617-722-1415. You can 
contact me via email at Donald.Humason@ 
MAsenate.gov and my website is DonHuma- 
son.org. 

As always, if | can be of any assistance to 
you, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Thank you for the honor and privilege of be- 


ing your State Senator. 


Donald F. Humason Jr. 
State Senator 


Auto 


QUALITY COLLISION REPAIR 
& COLOR MATCHING SERVICE 
“OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE” 


e  Comlet Mechanical Repair Service 


e Foreign & Domestic 


Save $1.00 Off Any Combo 
When You Check In at 


f @Nutrition First 333 


330 Walnut St. Extension, Agawam * 413-372-4018 


TOWING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
1363 Main Street, Agawam, MA 


186-4289 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE 


School aid, justice reform are legislative priorities 


Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year! Thank you 
once again for your support! Being 
your state representative is an hon- 
or. I'll continue to work every day 
to better our community and our 
commonwealth. 

I'd like to share with you a few ofp 
the session accomplishments and 
my focus for the upcoming term. 

Meeting in formal sessions for much of 
2018, the House of Representatives took 
action on hundreds of bills covering a wide 
range of policy issues, including criminal jus- 
tice reform, opioid addiction prevention and 
treatment, consumer protection, marijuana 
policy and public safety. 

Although the Legislature recorded many 
positive accomplishments, I’m disappointed 
at its failure to act on several other key pieces 
of legislation, including proposals to reform 
MassHealth, addressing rising health care 
costs, expand the state's wiretap law, strength- 
en penalties against drug traffickers, and de- 
velop a more equitable foundation budget 


education formula. 


Education 

The lack of an agreement on revising the 
state formula for education aid is one of the 
biggest shortcomings of the 2017-2018 ses- 
sion. The House had proposed helping com- 
munities address fixed costs related to special 
education services and health care benefits 
for school employees and retirees through 
a five-year phase-in of approximately $500 
million in additional school aid, beginning in 
2019. House Bill 4730 also called for potential 
adjustments to the formula to account for 
the number of English-language learners and 


low-income students in each school district, 





and the creation of a data advisory 
commission to streamline school 
reporting so that resources can be 
more effectively allocated at the 
local level. 

Although the education fund- 
ing proposal had unanimous sup- 
port in the House, an attempt to 
reconcile the differences with the 
Senate's version of the bill proved unsuccess- 
ful before session ended. Despite this set- 
back, | will continue to advocate for reforms 
to eliminate the inequities that exist in the 
current funding formula to make sure our 


schools receive the funding they need. 


Criminal justice reform 

The House and Senate finalized a com- 
prehensive — criminal 
justice reform _ Dill 
(Chapter 69 of the 
Acts of 2018) that 
contains multiple 
Republican-spon- 
sored initiatives, 
including language 
making it a felony to 
assault a police off- 
cer. Individuals who 
commit such crimes 
now face a manda- 
tory prison sentence 
of 1-10 years, along 
with a potential fine 
of between $500 and 


$10,000. 


Veterans assis- 
tance 
I've been a long- 


time advocate for 








our nation’s veterans, and was honored to 
support a series of initiatives during the 
2017-2018 session honoring those who have 
served, including An Act Relative to Veterans’ 
Benefits, Rights, Appreciation, Validation and 
Enforcement, also known as the BRAVE Act 
(Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2018). 

In addition to doubling state funding assis- 
tance for indigent veterans’ burial costs from 
$2,000 to $4,000, the BRAVE Act increases 
the property tax exemption for veterans who 
perform volunteer work for their home com- 
munity from $1,000 to $1,500. The bill also re- 
duces the residency requirement for veterans 
and surviving spouses living in Massachusetts 
to qualify for real estate tax exemptions from 
five consecutive years of residency to two 


years. 


id’ oaly zatvrel 
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First responders 

The Criminal Justice Reform Law (Chap- 
ter 69 of the Acts of 2018) established a 
new Municipal Police Training Fund to 
help pay for basic training for new police 
recruits, as well as mandatory in-service 
training and specialized training for veteran 
police officers. The Legislature approved a 
new dedicated revenue stream for the fund 
by creating a $2 car rental surcharge (Chap- 
ter 153 of the Acts of 2018). Scheduled 


to take effect Jan. 1, 2019, the surcharge 
is expected to generate $8 million to $10 
million annually for the Municipal Police 
Training Fund while protecting cities and 
towns from having to shoulder these costs. 

As a current auxiliary police officer, | un- 
derstand how important it is for our police 
officers to have crucial training to keep 
themselves and our citizens safe. 

| will continue to work on funding our 
schools, finding solutions to the opioid epi- 


demic, and making sure that our tax dollars 


are put to good use. 

| will work hard to make sure our com- 
munity and our commonwealth stay on 
the right track! 

On behalf of my family to yours, we wish 
you a happy and healthy New Year! 

Thank you for allowing me to proudly 
serve as your representative. Please visit my 
district office to discuss any concerns. I'm 


always available! 


Nicholas A. Boldyga 


STATE AND FEDERAL ELECTED OFFICIALS 


State Representative 





President Donald Trump, 
R-N.Y. 

Four-year term up for election in 
November 2020 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 
202-456-1111 


* OK OK 


U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Cambridge 

Six-year term up for election in 
November 2024 

317 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
202-224-4543 

1550 Main St., Suite 406 
Springfleld, MA 01103 
413-788-2690 


* OK OK 


U.S. Sen. Edward Markey, 
D-Malden 

Six-year term up for election in 
November 2020 

218 Russell Senate Office 
Building 

Washington, DC 20510 
202-224-2742 

1550 Main St., Fourth Floor 
Springfield, MA 01103 
413-785-4610 


* OK OK 


U.S. Rep. Richard Neal, 
D-Springfield 

Two-year term up for election in 
November 2020 

341 Cannon House Office 
Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
202-225-5601 

300 State St., Suite 200 
Springfield, MA 01105 
413-785-0325 


* OK OK 
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Gov. Charlie Baker, 
R-Swampscott 

Four-year term up for election in 
November 2022 

Office of the Governor, 
Room 280 

Massachusetts State House 
Boston, MA 02133 
617-725-4005 

State Office Building 

436 Dwight St., Suite 300 
Springfield, MA 01103 
413-784-1200 


* OK OK 


Governor's Councilor Mary 
Hurley, D-Springfield 

Two-year term up for election in 
November 2020 

Room 360 

Massachusetts State House 
Boston, MA 02133 
617-725-4015, ext. 8 


* OK OK 


State Sen. Donald Humason 
Jr., R-Westfield 

Two-year term up for election in 
November 2020 

Donald. Humason@masenate.gov 
Room 213A 

Massachusetts State House 
Boston, MA 02133 
617-722-1415 

64 Noble St. 

Westfield, MA 01085 
413-568-1366 


* OK Ok 


State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, 
R-Southwick 

Two-year term up for election in 
November 2020 
Nicholas.Boldyga@mahouse.gov 
Room 167 

Massachusetts State House 
Boston, MA 02133 
617-722-2810 

Town Hall, Second Floor 

454 College Highway 
Southwick, MA 01077 
413-569-3137, ext. 103 


* OK Ok 


VOTING IN AGAWAM 


When to vote 

Agawam registered voters go to the polls ev- 
ery year in November, on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday of the month. 

The ballot on odd-numbered years features 
races for town offices: mayor, City Council and 
School Committee. Preliminary town elections 
are held in September, if the number of candi- 
dates in any race is more than double the num- 
ber of seats available. 

The ballot in even-numbered years features 
state and federal races such as congressman, 
state representative and state senator (every 
two years); president (years evenly divisible by 
four, such as 2020); governor and other state 
constitutional offices (other even-numbered 
years, such as 2022); and U.S. Senator and 


county sheriff (staggered six-year terms). 


Locally Sourced Food ¢ Imported Food from Regions in Italy 
GMO Free e Gluten Free e Free Range Meats 


BART Ey 
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. SLICE HOUSE 


Pizza and 
Italian Specialty’s 


Additionally, like all Massachusetts towns, 
Agawam participates in the state's presidential 
primary elections in the spring of presiden- 
tial election years; the primary election for all 
other state and federal races in September of 
even-numbered years; and special elections to 


fill mid-term vacancies as needed. 


Where to vote 

Agawam has eight precincts and seven 
polling places — all at local schools, which are 
ordinarily closed on Election Day to accommo- 
date voting. To determine your precinct, visit 
wheredoivotema.com or call the town clerk's 
office at 413-786-0400, ext. 8215. 
Precinct 1: Robinson Park School, 65 Begley St. 
Precinct 2: Granger School, 31 S. Westfield St. 
Precinct 3: Agawam High School, 760 Cooper St. 





7 —— 
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Voters go to the tolls in Agawam Junior High 
School last November. Photo by Mike Ballway 


Precinct 4: Doering School, 68 Main St. 

Precinct 5: Phelps School, 689 Main St. 

Precincts 6 and 8: Clark School, 65 Oxford St. 

Precinct 7: Agawam Junior High School, 1305 
Springfield St. 


PARTNERS 


WHOLE PIZZAS AVAILABLE AND PIZZAS BY THE SLICE 


Slice House Pizza is Different Starting with 
Our Cheese, All Natural, No Preservatives, No Filters, 
No Whitening Agents, or Artificial Ingredients 


We use Fresh Hand-Crafted Crushed Tomatoes, our Sauce has 
NO Artificial Sweeteners, Corn Syrup or Red Dye 
Our Dough is made with flours imported from Italy and has 
NO Bleaches, Calcium Bromate, GMO’s, Dough Conditioners 


369 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 
Phone 455-3555 or 455-3080 


Hours Sun.-Wed. 11AM-9 PM, Thurs.-Sat. 11 AM-10:30 PM 
DELIVERY: Thurs.-Sun. 5PM-9PM Only 


Before placing your order, 
please inform the server if a person has a food allergy 





RESTAURANT 
AND CATERING 


CATERING 


¢ Business Breakfast 
- & Lunch Delivered 


After Funeral 


SENIOR 
SPECIALS 
BREAKFAST 
ALL DAY 
GREAT HOT 
LUNCHES 
FREE WIFI 
FULL 
LIQUOR 


OWNERS: Seca aaa ene @eeoee 
Mark & Sue Tansey LICENSE a 


485 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills | 413-786-0975 


Visit our website at www.partnersrestaurant.com 
Email: info@partnersrestaurant.com 


: In-House or 
- Off Premise 


: Southampton 
- Country Club 
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SPOTLIGHT ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 








A _-_-_ ix 


Michael Nicora, left, deputy director of Agawam Emergency Manage- 
ment, and his father Chet, the department’s director, look over a map 
showing the floodplain areas around River Road. Photo by Mike Lydick 








The Agawam Emergency Management’s operations center is tucked 
away in a corner of the town’s municipal annex building on Suffield 
Street. At the operations center, Michael Nicora, the department’s 

deputy director, takes some notes while reviewing training material. 
Photo by Mike Lydick 


Volunteers ready to respond in a crisis 


By Mike Lydick 


hen there’s a threat to public 

safety, most people think of the 

police and fire departments. But 
there's another department — less visible and 
mostly volunteer — that’s equally essential to 
keeping residents safe before, during, and after 
emergencies. 

The Agawam Emergency Management De- 
partment works closely with police and fire, 
DPW, and the Health Department when there 
is an emergency or natural disaster. It also 
provides assistance to businesses and all local 
nursing homes and helps the school depart- 
ment in pre-planning for emergencies. 

“We're not typically an on-scene group. We 
work behind the scenes during an emergency,’ 
said Michael Nicora, the department's depu- 
ty director. He said the department's job is to 
get resources other departments might need 
to deal with an emergency. Joining Emergency 
Management in 2008, he now serves alongside 
his father, Chet Nicora, who is the director. 

Agawams Emergency Management De- 
partment was created in 1992 after the state 
required every town and city to have an emer- 
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An outdated ambulance donated by the Agawam Fire Department to the Emerg 











ency Manage- 


ment department was converted into an emergency response vehicle. Standing by the vehicle 
are, from left, Chet Nicora, department director, Michael Nicora, department deputy director, 
and volunteers Dominic Nicora and Anthony Jones. Photo by Mike Lydick 


gency management office, replacing local civil 
defense agencies. In addition to the director 
and deputy director — who receive small 
stipends — there are seven dedicated volun- 
teers: Chuck Ford (Radio Amateur Civil Emer- 
gency Service or RACES), Dominic Nicora, 
Barbara Nicora (secretarial work), Dave Ther- 
ien, Bob Griffith, Anthony Jones, Tony Gentile 
and Henry Latch. 


Operations center 

The department's emergency operations 
center and communications room are tucked 
away in a corner of the town’s municipal an- 
nex building on Suffield Street. Emergency 
Management has Its own weather station that 
provides real-time reports on weather condi- 
tions. The operations center is usually activat- 
ed during emergencies and potential emer- 
gencies by the director or deputy director. 

“We typically staff the EOC when there are 
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bad snowstorms and other weath- 
er-related events,’ explained Mi- 
chael Nicora, an on-call firefighter 
in Agawam for 21 years who Is now 
on the Suffield Fire Department. 

He said there are different lev- 
els of activations. But once the 
center is activated and volunteers 
respond, the mayor, all town de- 
partments, and the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency 
are notified. 

Michael Nicora said his depart- 
ment works with other agencies 
that may need its help. 

“IF anyone needs our assistance, 
we will at least have a few people at 


the EOC. We also work closely with the may- 
or’s office to keep him updated,” he said. 
During an emergency or a pending emer- 
gency, Emergency Management notifies res- 
idents using Code Red, the town-wide noti- 


Impressions Academy 
of Dance 
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Dance Team 


Friendships that 
last forever! 


Come on in and let us IMPRESS you! 


@eeeeeeveneoeeoeee8202808080 





In the communications room at Agawam Emergency Management, 
volunteer Chuck Jones, a ham radio operator who belongs to the 
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service, checks out some of the 
department’s portable radios. Submitted photo 


fication system, and through Facebook and 
Twitter. Additionally, the town’s emergency 
“hotline” (413-726-9750) provides information 
during emergencies to residents who can't ac 
cess the Internet. 


Preparing year-round 
The operations center is often ac 
tivated for both police- and fire-re- 
lated emergencies. Chet Nicora said 
there have been situations requir- 
ing Emergency Management vol- 
unteers to be at the EOC for sev- 
eral hours. In 2011, there were two 
major weather-related situations 
that made it necessary to activate 
the EOC: In June, a tornado tore 
through parts of town. Then, in 
October, a devastating snowstorm 
hit, knocking out power for days. In 
the storm's aftermath, the EOC was 

active for more than a week. 
“Our 


department — worked 


around the clock for close to 48 hours, taking 
naps and eating when possible,” recalled Chet 
Nicora, who has been department director 
since 2002. He was appointed director after 
retiring as a senior lieutenant in Agawam's on- 


Let’s Grow Your 


Business Together 


Offering Classes 
for students beginning 
at age 2 in: 


e Ballet ° Tap ° Jazz ° Acro 
¢ Lyrical ° Hip Hop ¢ Irish 


° Modern ° Ready Set Dance! rina Marketing E-Blasts, 


rainvais Vendor Tables, 








Melissa Landry - Director 
848 Suffield Street, Agawam (Southgate Plaza) 





iio in ImnPAsE Monthly 


and more! 


413-786-5620 | impressions-dance.net 


f 


Benefits of joining WRC: 


rina Newsletter exposure, 


Networking Opportunities, 


Join WRC, your small local 
Chamber, where “everybody knows your name.” 











Join Online at: 


- www.westoftheriverchamber.com 
\ 

















i 


WIC 


Connect & Grow 


Agawam 
West Springfield 


Wes! of the Rever Chamba 





WWW.TURLEY.COM 17 


SPOTLIGHT ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 








| ‘ BJ | 
Members of the Agawam Emergency Management department meet with school officials to 
discuss ways to assist with pre-planning for emergencies. Submitted photo 


call fire department where he served for more 
than 40 years. 

He said although Emergency Management 
is as fundamental to public safety as the police 
and fire departments, it functions differently. 
“The police and fire departments are the first 
line of defense — they mean life and death. 
Emergency Management plans for emergen- 
cies year-round and then delivers critical assis- 
tance when there's a crisis,’ said Nicora. 

Nicora added that the operations center, 
in addition to being in charge of Code Red, 
monitors the department's flood stage gauge 
in the Connecticut River during any potential 
for flooding. Emergency Management also 
monitors weather from a variety of sources. 
Reports go to the mayor, the superintendent 
of schools, police and fire departments, and 
other departments and individuals that need 
the information. 

“The flood stage gauge is essential to the 
safety of residents who live on or near Riv- 
er Road. The gauge coordinates to different 
flood plains on streets near the river so we can 
warn residents early about the potential for 
flooding,” said the director. 


Informed and safe 

Additionally, the department posts notices 
to its hotline and is responsible for opening 
cooling and warming centers at the library 
and Senior Center when needed, as well as 
keeping up-to- date information on four Red 
Cross-approved shelters (middle school, AJHS, 
AHS, Senior Center). Emergency Management 
works with the Health Department when 
there is a need to open a long-term shelter. It 
prepares shelters by supplying cots, blankets, 
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Lil 


and other materials. 
All volunteers receive portable radios and 
monitors (when available) to communicate 





During a Web drill in the emergency opera- 
tions center, Agawam Emergency Manage- 
ment Director Chet Nicora, left, consults 
with volunteer Dave Therien while another 
volunteer, Tony Gentile, reviews information 
on a laptop while talking on a portable 
radio. Submitted photo 


with police, fire, DPW, the School Depart- 
ment, and MEMA. And, unlike most other 
local emergency management agencies in the 
area, Agawam’s is the only one with its own 
digital radio frequency so that it can talk with- 
out interfering with another department's 
communications. 

The director and deputy director meet at 
least monthly with volunteers and all attend 
MEMA training/meetings and participate in 
large scale drills, including several at Six Flags 
of New England. Agawam also has a devoted 
group of ham radio operators that are part of 


the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service — 
RACES — that meet regularly. 


Using grants and 
donations for equipment 

Operating with a budget of Just under 
$38,000 — which includes $10,000 for Code 
Red — Chet Nicora said the town has been 
“very supportive’ of Emergency Management 
over the years. He said the department also 
has been fortunate to get several small grants 
from MEMA and FEMA to purchase equip- 
ment such as laptops, portable radios, equip- 
ment for its emergency response vehicle, and 
other related equipment. 

“With our latest grant we purchased an 
interactive display board that will allow us 
to put four different channels on a 70-inch 
monitor screen at the same time. It will give us 
greater flexibility during a ‘situation, including 
the capability to draw on the screen.’ 

Most grants are for keeping Agawam Emer- 
gency Management up to date with changing 
technology, but one grant also helped with 
the purchase of a used 2010 Ford Explorer 
that replaced the director's older SUV. Emer- 
gency Management also receives donations 
from local business or other departments. 

A few years ago, the Fire Department do- 
nated a 2009 Ford E-450 ambulance it took 
out of service. “We converted the ambulance 
into our emergency response vehicle,” said Mi- 
chael Nicora. “We installed radios, a portable 
weather station, generators, lights, blankets, 
tables, and chairs.” 

Designed as a multi-purpose vehicle, it 
can it be used as a mobile command center 
if needed or as a place for volunteers, first re- 
sponders, and others to cool off or warm up 
during an extended emergency. 

The deputy director added that Aga- 
wam has a “great working relationship” with 
MEMA, which has a regional office in the 
same building. “If we need something that we 
don’t have, we can contact MEMA, which is 
available 24/7.” 

Demands on Emergency Management are 
growing by “leaps and bounds,” said Chet 
Nicora. “The conferences and meetings we 
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Dominic Nicora, left, and Anthony Jones are two of the seven dedicat- Anthony Jones, a volunteer with Agawam Emergency Management, 
ed volunteers in the town’s emergency management department who __ tests radios in the department's emergency response vehicle, while 
work with the director and deputy director to prepare for emergen- Michael Nicora, deputy director, watches. Photo by Mike Lydick 

cies. They are reviewing a map of Agawam in the department’s oper- 

ations center while the TV in the background is tuned to the Weather 

Channel. Photo by Mike Lydick 





need to attend require more and more time. over the years to always have four to six ded- “Getting good — and knowledgeable — 
The director and deputy director are part-time —_icated volunteers — one of the departments volunteers Is always a challenge. AEM is one of 
positions, so we often are unable to attend most valuable assets. But Nicora said the “hurry those departments that trains, and prepares, 
some meetings, especially those out of town.’ up and wait” nature of Emergency Manage- — for something that may never happen.’ 

He said the department has been fortunate = ment can be draining for volunteers. 
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here you can play ball, take a 
walk, or enjoy an outdoor con- 


cert in Agawam and Feeding Hills 


Borgatti Field 

Located off River Road and surrounded by 
residential neighborhoods, the park's 20 acres 
include softball fields, a basketball court, a play- 
ground and the region's first outdoor pickleball 
courts. The south parking area is a trailhead for 


the Agawam Riverwalk and Bikeway. 


McGrath Park 

This small but well-kept corner park at the 
intersection of North and Springfield streets — 
a crossing known as O'Brien's Corner — is an 
urban oasis within walking distance to North 
Agawam, Robinson Park School and Shea Field. 
Rolling green turf surrounds showcase gardens 
maintained by the Agawam Beautification 
Committee, walking paths and four benches 


around a central flagpole. 


Meadowbrook Park 

Hidden from view behind residences on 
Meadowbrook Road and Western Drive, this 
15-acre park features wide, open and mostly 
flat grass fields. Access is on foot via town ease- 


ments; there is no parking lot. 


Memorial Park 

Adjacent to Phelps School behind houses on 
School Street, this park consists of a well-main- 
tained football field as well as two baseball di- 


amonds that are home to the Agawam Little 
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Borgatti Field is home of the region’s first outdoor pickleball courts, making Agawam a mecca 
for the nation’s fastest-growing game, and host of Western Massachusetts’ first tournament 
in September 2018. Photo by Lynn Boscher 


League and Agawam Youth Football. 


Perry Lane Park 

Well known to local children as the home of 
the Early Childhood Center during the school 
year, and the town-run summer camp during 
vacation, the park at the intersection of Mill 
Street and Perry Lane includes a tennis court, 
the town pool and a recently renovated play- 
ground. Outlying portions of the park are hilly, 
with wooded wetlands intersected by Three 
Mile Brook. 


Pynchon Point 

Walking trails lead to the convergence of 
the Connecticut and Westfield rivers from a 
parking area on River Road not far from the 
Agawam Rotary. The park is in a low-lying area 
subject to flooding, but provides a beautiful 
view of both rivers and the South End (Route 
5) Bridge. The path is handicap-accessible and 
provides access for fishing, boating, picnicking 


and bird watching. 


Robinson State Park Pool Field 

The area around the state pool on Maynard 
Street — at the eastern edge of Robinson State 
Park — is leased to the town and home to the 


Agawam Soccer Association. 


School Street Park 

Built in two phases over the past two de- 
cades, this massive facility becomes the cen- 
ter of Agawam social life during the summer, 
particularly the large, interactive spray park, 
picnic pavilion and outdoor band shell, site of 
the popular SummerFest concert series. Other 
amenities include two playgrounds, walking 
paths, a disc golf course and numerous sports 
fields that are active from April to Novem- 
ber. Access is from large parking lots on both 


School and Corey streets. 


Shea Field 

An evolving and versatile facility accessed 
from Armory Drive off Maynard Street, this 
community park was originally known for ath- 
letic fields next to Robinson Park School, but 
in recent decades has become the site of the 
Agawam Dog Park — one of the region's first 


— anda skate park. 


St. John’s Field 

This sports complex on Leonard Street is 
leased from St. John the Evangelist Church 
and maintained and managed in partnership 
with the Agawam Little League. Surrounded 
by forested wetlands, the park has a baseball 
diamond, batting cages, a large pavilion over 


shuffleboard courts and a sand volleyball area. 


Valley Brook Park 

Forty acres of woods between North West and North Westfield 
streets have been designated as a town park, and trails lead in from resi- 
dential Ridgeview Drive and Valley Brook Road, but are largely inaccessi- 
ble due to overgrowth. The site is intersected by an intermittent stream 


and ridges. 


Veterans Green 

The traditional heart of Agawam, at the corner of Main and School 
streets adjacent to Phelps School, is a beautifully landscaped setting for 
a gazebo, memorial bell and monuments honoring the town’s veterans. 
The town’s Memorial Day and Veterans Day commemorations are held 


here, as is the KidsFest summer performance series. 


Wade Park 

A recently renovated neighborhood park on Franklin Street in Feed- 
ing Hills includes a picnic area and basketball court, along with na- 
ture-themed playground equipment where children can scramble up 
“rock” outcroppings and over a “spider web” net, climb a “tree” and play 


in a tree fort. 
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281-5378 
237-8455 
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Joseph Barbero 
Kathy Calabrese 
Betty Grimaldi 


431 Springfield Street 


Agawam, MA 01001 
Office: (413) 789-0310 © Fax: (413) 789-0402 
Email: bgagawam@aol.com 
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Opened in 2015, the 
spray park at School 
Street Park is a “cool” 
activity for children 
during summer vacation. 
Photo by Lynn Boscher 
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Agawam Pack & Ship 


Shipping, Packing, Mailbox Rental, 
Notary Public, Copy & Fax 


Paper Shredding 


Phone: 413-789-1023 
Fax: 413-789-1549 


417 Springfield Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 


Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday 9:00 - 6:00 © Saturday 10:00 - 2:00 


www.agawampackandship.com 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR SUPERINTENDENT 





Schools addressing safety, health this year 











The Best Way Home 


‘m pleased to report that our school 

year has gotten off to an exciting start 

that has been filled with optimism and 
opportunity. I’m especially proud to an- 
nounce that our district is fostering an 
Agawam Schools/Community Partnership, 
which will promote open and honest com- 
munication regarding a number of topics 
that are important to all parents, students, 
and residents. 

Because we want to increase collabora- 
tion with all stake holders, we are initiat- 
ing a series of Parent/Community Nights, 
which will begin on Feb. 6. The topic for 
this first event will be “ALICE Training In- 
formation and Vaping.” Our second event 
will take place on March 7 when represen- 
tatives from the District Attorney's Office 
will discuss “How to Manage your Child's 
Social Media.” The topic of our third event 
will be “The Teen Brain and Risk Taking” as 
presented by renowned speaker, Dr. Ruth 
Potee. The final presentation of the year 
will take place on June 4 when former 
Celtics basketball star Chris Herren discuss- 


es his journey from addiction to sobriety. 


Sponsored jointly by the Shane's Founda- 


Thank You Agawam 
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Agawam and Feeding Hills 


tion, the Schoo! Department, and 
the Agawam Health Department, 
all of these programs will take 
place from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the ju- 
nior high school auditorium and 
are free to the public. 

We have also been busy creat- 
ing a school culture and climate 
that has improved the overall 
health of our school community. To at- 
tain that goal, we have been developing 
a new district Strategic Plan, which has 
three identified areas of focus. Those crit- 
ical areas include improving communica- 
tion with the entire school community, 
gaining a greater understanding of Social 
Emotional Learning, and preparing stu- 
dents for college and future careers. Some 
of those careers will benefit from our new 
manufacturing program, which will afford 
students the opportunity for more hands- 
on learning. Because we are challenged 
with teaching students of all abilities in a 
technology-frenzied world, we continue 
to focus on areas of diversity and have 
expanded the use of Inclusive Practice in 


the classroom. Consequently, our teaching 





staff has been receiving profes- 
sional development in meeting 
the differences and challenges 
these students bring to the 
classroom on a daily basis. 

Safety continues to be a 
priority in our district. The 
Hampden County Sheriff's De- 
partment, under the direction 
of Sheriff Nicholas Cocchi, is piloting a pro- 
gram to assist school districts by offering 
the services of their deputies as a presence 
in those schools that do not have school 
resource officers. We are very fortunate to 
be considered as one of those districts un- 
der consideration. If we are accepted into 
the pilot program, our elementary schools 
will have the presence of a deputy from the 
sheriff's department on site for part of the 
day, especially at arrival and dismissal times. 
The service of these deputies is free of 
charge and is a testament to the ongoing 
collaboration between law enforcement 
and the school department. 

Moreover, under the direction of Aga- 
wam Police Chief Eric Gillis, the ALICE 


Training Program continues to be offered 
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to all support and newly hired staff mem- 
bers. In addition, our safety supervisor, John 
Nettis, is working with all parties to develop 
a reunification plan for students and fami- 
lies in case a school must be evacuated due 
to an emergency or credible threat. I’m also 
pleased to report that the installation of 
door entry fobs at the junior high school is 
in its final phase. 

Because the condition of our schools 
and grounds reflects the district’s commit- 
ment to offering students an educational 
environment that is conducive to learning 
both in the classroom and on the playing 
flelds, we will continue to pursue funding 
sources in order to build a new Early Child- 


hood Center for our preschool students. 


The district’s current structure is too small 
and overcrowded. Consequently, three 
years ago, two preschool classrooms were 
moved to the Granger Elementary School. 
Overcrowded conditions also exist at each 
of our elementary schools, which would 
benefit from a preschool structure that also 
includes kindergarten classrooms. There- 
fore, we will diligently continue to pursue 
funding for this building project which has 
been placed on hold for over 20 years. 
January is the time of year when work on 
the fiscal 2020 school budget begins in ear- 
nest. The School Committee's Budget/Fi- 
nance Subcommittee, chaired by Anthony 
Bonavita, with members Carmino Mineo 


and Kerri O'Connor will be working close- 


ly with our school business administrator, 
Robert Clickstein and our entire adminis- 
trative team to ensure that the proposed 
school budget is educationally sound and 
also fiscally responsible. 

In closing, | would like to say what a priv- 
ilege it Is to lead a district that is dedicat- 
ed to providing students with such a rich 
learning environment. We have an uncom- 
promising staff who make a difference in 
the lives of children each day. | truly believe 
you won't find another district in the com- 
monwealth that is more committed to the 


success of its students. 


Steve Lemanski 
School Superintendent 
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Agawam Dental Care P.C. 
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Field Te Is an comma tradition at many Agawam schools, with a a 
variety of outdoor games like “spray tag” at Clark School last year. 
Photo by Mike Lydick 





Twice a year, Agawam High School showcases its creativity at the winter 
and spring arts festivals. Here, Principal Tom Schnepp is chatting with 
artists Jessica Santaniello and Alexis Ralph. Photo by Mike Lydick 
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Principal Nick Bernier, center, welcomes: a little witch to the annual 
“trunk-or-treat” at Robinson Park School. Each of Agawam’s elemen- 
tary schools offers students and parents an opportunity to celebrate 
Halloween early in the school parking lot. Photo by Mike Lydick 





The Marching Mohawks are heirs to a proud band tradition at Aga- 
wam High School, representing the town in several competitions and 
parades, including the Agawam Day parade at the Big E. Photo by Mike 
Lydick 





And they’ re off! One of the fastest sche ainaeaeee aaa year i is s the aeaane Trot 5K at 
Robinson Park School in April. Photo by Mike Lydick 
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Agawam Early Childhood Center 

1305 Springfield Street, Suite 1, Feeding Hills 
Tel. 413-821-0597 

Fax 413-821-0596 

Robin Fernandes, director 

Preschool (ages 3 to 5) 


Benjamin J. Phelps School 
689 Main St. Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0586 

Fax 413-786-0497 

Noelle Colbert, principal 
Grades K-4 

PTO President Jessica Renaud, 
phelpspto@gmail.com 


Clifford M. Granger School 
31 S. Westfield St., Feeding Hills 
Tel. 413-821-0580 

Fax 413-821-0595 

Cheryl Salomao, principal 
Grades k-4 

PTO President Sarah White, 
sarahw62@gmail.com 


James Clark Elementary School 

65 Oxford St., Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0571 

Fax 413-821-0594 

Shelley Russell, principal 

Grades K-4 

PTO President Andrea Sibilia, 413-237-1031, 
ae22080@comcast.net 


Robinson Park Elementary School 

65 Begley St. Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0582 

Fax 413-786-8793 

Nicholas Bernier, principal 

Grades K-4 

PTO President Mel Gaynor, melpto@yahoo.com 


Roberta G. Doering School 
68 Main St, Agawam 

Tel. 413-789-1400 

Fax 413-789-7337 

Susan Federico, principal 
Charles Joyal, assistant principal 
Grades 5-6 

PTO President Tina Vezina, 
doeringpto@gmail.com 


Agawam Junior High School 

1305 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 

Tel. 413-821-0542 

Fax 413-786-4240 

Norman C. Robbins, principal 
Michael Donovan, assistant principal 
Grades 7-8 

PTO President Laura Joanides, 
agawamjhspto@gmail.com 


Agawam High School 

760 Cooper St., Agawam 

Tel. 413-821-0530 

Fax 413-821-0536 

Thomas Schnepp, principal 

Susan Feyre, assistant principal 
Timothy Karetka, assistant principal 
Susan Schoenberger, assistant Principal 
Grades 9-12 

PTSO President Joelle Phillips 

PTSO Secretary/Treasurer 

Stacy Wiener, stacyjaz@comcast.net 


AGAWAM’S SCHOOL COMMITTEE 





School 
Committee 
2018-2019 


Six School Committee members are elected 
every other year, in odd-numbered years, along 
with the mayor and city councilors. All seats 
are at large. Along with the six elected mem- 
bers, the mayor sits on the School Committee, 
acting as its chairman. The current mayor and 
School Committee terms will be up for re-elec 
tion In November 2019. School Committee 
meetings are typically held the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month at 7 p.m. in 
the auditorium at Agawam Junior High School, 
1305 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. School Com- 
mittee agendas are usually printed in the previ- 
ous Thursday's Agawam Advertiser News. 


William Sapelli 
Mayor and Chairman 
Town Hall, 36 Main St. 

Agawam MA 01001 
413-786-0400, ext. 200 
mayor@agawam.ma.us 


Anthony Bonavita 
683 Cooper St. 
Agawam, MA 01001 
413-786-2079 


Shelley Borgatti-Reed 
10 Shelley Lane 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413-786-4960 


Carmino Mineo 
196 Meadow St. 
Agawam, MA 01001 
413-627-5538 


Kerri O’Connor 
15 Clematis Road 
Agawam, MA 01001 
413-575-3582 


Wendy Rua 
173 N. Westfield St. 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
413-786-0454 


Tracy Wilkie 

18 Katy Lane 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

413-467-7127 


Central Office 
1305 Springfield St., Suite 1 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
Tel. 413-821-0552 
Fax 413-789-1835 
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A LETTER FROM YOUR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Chamber connects businesses, 
students to wider opportunities 


26 


stablished in 2008, the 

West of the River Cham- 

ber of Commerce (WRC) 
has been serving the West 
Springfield and Agawam com- 
munities for a decade as a 
resource for local businesses 
and as an advocate for busi- 
ness-friendly legislation and 
policies. 

The WRC mission focuses on the dedi- 
cation to being an advocate and resource 
for business. They intend to accomplish 
this in 2019 by delivering value to its mem- 
bers and the communities they serve, work 
to maintain and improve the area's quality 
of life, work to maintain strong support for 
existing industries, and continue to pro- 
mote and support economic development 
in the year ahead. 

The West of the River Chamber of Com- 
merce is coming into 2019 working hard 
to make Western Massachusetts a place 
where businesses want to start, stay, and 
prosper. As they start a new year, one of 
their main focuses will be on the region's 
skilled trade employment crisis. Helping 
our area's local manufacturing and trade 
businesses obtain the necessary employees 
they desperately seek is vital to Western 
Mass.s growth. Having these businesses 
remain here in the Pioneer Valley gives the 
local residents the opportunity to obtain a 
career, and grow roots right here, which will 
ensure a productive economy as a whole. 

One way they are doing this is through 
the West of the River Chamber 501c3 
Foundation. The West of the River Cham- 
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ber Foundation (WRCF) has a 
mission to impact the local econ- 
omy and area businesses by en- 
gaging in philanthropic work in 
the communities of Agawam and 
West Springfield. 

The WRCF recognizes that 
there are approximately 500 ma- 
chinists’ jobs vacant in the com- 
monwealth on any given day. This affects 
local business and industry, because they 
cannot hire skilled machinists, and there- 
fore, machine shops cannot operate at 
maximum capacity. Lower productivity 
means lower incoming revenue. In an ef- 
fort to alleviate this problem, the WRCF 
enacted a plan. 

The WRCF formed a focus group with 
the Agawam school system and the Lower 
Pioneer Valley Educational Collaborative. 
The focus group's efforts have resulted in 
two programs. 

One program will be at Agawam High 
School, where a course Is being implement- 
ed in their STEM program to Introduce stu- 
dents to the vocation of a machinist. This 
program will open for freshmen in January, 
and each year will pick up a grade until all 
high school grades are participating. 

The second project will be at the Low- 
er Pioneer Valley Educational Collabora- 
tive (LPVEC) in West Springfield, where a 
course will be offered in 2019 for individ- 
uals who currently work in a machinist 
environment who are looking to enhance 
their skills, thus advancing into a position 
of more responsibility, which will open the 


door for new entry-level employment. The 


WRCF will be offering two $1,500 scholar- 
ships from the WRC donations to machin- 
ists who work in WRC member companies. 

These are only a few of the ways we, as 
a community, can create jobs, educate our 
residents, and provide opportunities to 
people seeking the high demand of a trade 
career. 

The West of the River Chamber also pro- 
vides an impressive marketing format for its 
members to promote their businesses in 
ways that reach a far wider area. The suc 
cess of small business is vital for the prog- 
ress of Western Mass. and its economy. 
Collaborative networking breakfasts, speed 
networking lunches, After 5 socials, and 
educational Lunch & Learn programs offer 
members the chance to meet and build 
lasting business relationships with business 
men and women from all over our region. 
The WRC provides the tools necessary to 
bridge the gaps and enable businesses to 
market themselves in a stronger more via- 
ble environment. 

In 2019, WRC intends to continue to 
collaborate with its surrounding chambers 
to ensure our region, as a whole, is moving 
forward and being heard on a larger scale. 
The mission of this vibrant chamber is to 
promote local business in the Western 
Mass. area and to make sure our towns are 
remaining focused on the issues that busi- 


nesses face on a daily basis. 


Robin Wozniak 
West of the River Chamber of Commerce 






The Agawam Family and Community Program’ Ss first- -ever Multicuttur- 
al Fair in November 2018 celebrated the diversity of the town and its 
saat Photo by Mike ee 





A “Jaws of Life” demonstration by the Agawam Fire Department is 
one of the highlights of the annual National Night Out every August. 
Public safety agencies show off their gear, equipment and skills in a 
family fun fair setting. Photo by Mike Lydick 


Lovers of live music flock to School Street Park on Wednesday evenings in summer for the Snunieiradt 
free concert series. Photo by Lynn Boscher 





Not even the gloom of rain in 
May 2018 could stop the annual 
Relay for Life, a fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society held at 
School Street Park. Photo by Mike 
Lydick 


No matter how they do in the 
regular season, the Agawam 
Brownies always have a big 

date on Thanksgiving with their 
football rivals in West Springfield. 
Photo by _ A. Scibelli 
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Agawam ‘acitiants salute those who have fought and died for America 
at Memorial Day and Veterans Day observances held each year at the 
Veterans Green. Photo by Mike Lydick 





The library held its first-ever “Baby Prom” in July last year, one of 
several social activities catering to preschool-age children and their 
parents. Photo by Lynn Boscher 
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 


Business and 
Civic Organizations 


Agawam Lions Club 

The Agawam Lions were chartered in 1944, 
with 85 charter members. Membership has 
swelled as high a 250 and Is currently at ap- 
proximately 100, making it one of the largest 
Lions clubs in Massachusetts. 

Over the years, the 
club ran and sponsored 
dozens of fundraising 
events to benefit town 
organizations, school ac 
tivities and regional and 
national groups. The chicken barbecue at the 
Big E started in 1961 and has become the club's 
largest fundraising initiative. The funds raised 
over the years (over $1 million) have gone to 
hundreds of groups, projects, charities, individ- 
uals, schools and countless civic projects. The 
club maintains a scholarship fund for six col- 
lege-bound high school seniors each year and 
a separate Sight and Hearing Fund to provide 
aid to those in need of eyeglasses and hear- 
ing aids. The Agawam Lions are governed by 
a board of directors, elected annually, operat- 
ing under bylaws, and maintain close relation- 
ships with Lions district, state and international 
entities. For more information, contact Club 
Secretary, Richard Lanier at 413-335-5434, visit 
www.agawamlions.org and follow the Club on 


Facebook. The club President is Gil Fortunato. 


Agawam Rotary Club 

Rotary is a service or- 
ganization comprising 
professional men and 
women who have ties 
with Agawam. The club 
meets weekly at 12:15 
p.m. Wednesdays at 
Storrowton Tavern, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. Contact Rotary President Sara 


Chaffee at www.agawamrotary.org. 
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Lions Club Vice President Lori Mountain, left, and President Gil Fortunato work the grill at the 
Lions’ barbecue chicken stand at the Big E in September 2018. Food sales at the 17-day fair is 
the club’s biggest fundraiser. Photo by Michael Ballway 





GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s Club 


The Junior Women's Club is a community 
service organization committed to the better- 
ment of the community through special proj- 
ects supporting the arts, natural resources, ed- 
ucation, healthy lifestyles, international causes 
and civic involvement. It was organized in 1957 
as a division of the GFWC Agawam Women's 
Club. It is a member of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts, Junior 
Membership. All regular meetings are held at 
6 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month from 
September to June at the Agawam Senior Cen- 
ter, 954 Main St, Agawam. Contact President 
Sarah Williams at info@agawamegfwe.com or 


visit Www.agawamefwc.com. 


West of the . : 
‘Wiest af, he # 
River Chamber £S; Niver ores 
of Commerce id 
The WRC pro- 


vides legislative advocacy, marketing and spon- 





sorship opportunities, networking and educa- 
tional and information programs for businesses 
in Agawam and West Springfield. Contact the 
West of the River Chamber of Commerce at 
PO. Box 48, W. Springfield, MA 01090-0048; call 
413-426-3880; fax 888-685-3046; email info@ 
westoftheriverchamber.com; or visit Www. 
westoftheriverchamber.com. Robin Wozniak is 
the executive director of the West of the River 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Cultural Organizations 


Agawam Community Artists and Artisans 

The Agawam Community Artists and Arti- 
sans meet at 6:30 p.m. on the second Wednes- 
day of the month at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper St. Agawam from Septem- 
ber to June. The meetings are open to all artists 
and friends, and are hosted by Howie Safford, 
chairperson. Following a short meeting there is 
an artist demonstration lasting approximately 
an hour. Members provide refreshments. For 
more information, contact Ceil Rossi, 413-207- 


1247, email tocarefree2@hotmail.com. 





Agawam’s 2018 colleen (Abbie Hoban, center) and her court get ready to represent the town 
during “Irish season” activities. Photo by Kate Anderson 


agawam 
cultural council 


educate | engage | entertain 





Agawam Cultural Council 

The Cultural Council is an all-volunteer local 
partner of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
a state agency that provides part of its fund- 
ing. The Agawam Cultural Council is charged 
with bringing engaging, entertaining and edu- 
cational events and opportunities in the arts, 
humanities and sciences to children and adults 
from Agawam and surrounding communities. 
Contact Bob Kadis by mail at Town Hall, 36 
Main St, Agawam; by telephone at 413-789- 
4814; by email at rkadis@comast.net; or visit 


WWW.agawaMcc.Org. 


Stellato 
me Sewvices 


e Attic & Basement Cleanouts 


¢ Bobcat Services * Gutter Cleaning 
e Storm Damage Cleanup 
e Pre-Sale Home Improvements 


789-6382 





Agawam Historical Association 

e Agawam Historical Association is a 
private, nonprofit organization working to 
preserve historic materials, documents, and 
landmarks pertaining to the town of Agawam, 
and to provide educational opportunities con- 
cerning Agawam’ history. The Agawam Histor- 
ical Association hosts speakers on a variety of 
topics at its regular meetings and annual ban- 
quet. The association operates the Agawam 
Historical and Fire House Museum at 35 Elm 
St. Agawam, and the Thomas Smith House (c. 
1757) at 251 N. West St., Feeding Hills. Informa- 
tion on events open to the public, and dates 
on which the museum Is open, can be found in 


the Agawam Advertiser News. A membership 
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 


application and additional information can be 
found at agawamhistoricalassoc.webs.com. For 
more information, contact association Presi- 
dent Susan Scantlen at 413-786-4373, Associ- 
ation Archivist Anne Liptak at 413-786-3031, 
or write to Agawam Historical Association, PO. 
Box 552, Agawam, MA 01001. 


Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee 

Starting with a small group of Agawam resi- 
dents of Irish descent in the fall of 2000, the St. 
Patrick's Committee has sponsored the Colleen 
Coronation Brunch and the town’s award-win- 
ning floats in the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade since 2001. Subsequent years saw the 
creation of the Anne Sullivan Award, present- 
ed annually to a committee member who has 
gone above and beyond the call of duty in 
contributing to the progress of the group; and 
the Citizenship Award, honoring the contribu- 
tions of a member of the community who Is 
not a St. Patrick’s Committee member. 

The colleen competition is open each year 
to single ladies ages 17-22, with no children, re- 
siding in Agawam and claiming Irish ancestry. 
The Colleen receives a $1,000 grant toward her 
continuing education. 

The St. Patrick's Committee meets at Aga- 
wam Library on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. For more information, 
contact President Laurie Wright at PO. Box 
825, Agawam, MA 01001-0825. 
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413-786-9000 
46 Suffield St., Agawam, MA 
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PLACES OF WORSHIP 





Santa Claus makes several breakfast visits to Agawam during the 
Christmas season, including at St. David’s Episcopal Church. Photo by 
Adrianne Johnson 


AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

745 Main St, Agawam 

786-7111 

Pastor: Rev. Greg E. Dawson 
office@AgawamCong.com 
www.agawamcongregationalchurch.com 
Sunday services at 10 a.m. 

Communion on the first Sunday of the 
month 

Church school is in session and fellowship 
coffee hour follows the service. 

"A place to call home ~ A people to call 
family” 


AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

459 Mill St. Feeding Hills 

413-786-4174 

Pastor: Ken Blanchard 
www.agawamworship.org 

Worship services - Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion served 1st Sundays 
Prepare meal for Samaritan Inn Homeless 
Shelter 2nd Saturdays 2-5 p.m. 

Offsite Worship: 

Heritage East, 1st Mondays, 11 a.m. 
Heritage North, 1st Tuesdays, 11 a.m. 
Heritage Woods, 1st Wednesdays, 11 a.m. 
Country Estates, 2nd and Sth Thursdays, 
Taam, 
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BETHANY ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
P.O. Box 422 

580 Main St. Agawam 

413-789-2930 

www.bethany-ag.org 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Richard E. Adams 
Worship services 

Sunday Traditional 9 a.m. 

Sunday Contemporary 11 a.m. 
Christian Education offered during both 
Services. 

Wednesday Family Night: 7 p.m. 


CHURCH OF REDEMPTION 

50 Maple St. Agawam 

413-304-2313 

churchor.org 

Sunday Services, 10 a.m. 

Sunday school for children and nursery for 
younger children 

Community Night: The first Sunday of 
each month at 5 p.m. Free dinner served. 


FAITH BIBLE CHURCH 

370 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam 
413-786-1681 
jesussaves./@comcast.net 
www.faithbible-church.org 

Pastor: Rick Donofrio 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
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St. David’s Episcopal Church celebrates the end of summer each year 
with a community party and barbecue. Photo by Lynn Boscher 


Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. 


FEEDING HILLS CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH UCC 

“An Open and Affirming Congregation.’ 
21N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills 

P.O. Box 264 

413-786-5061 

fhccucc@comcast.net 

Pastor: Rev. Robert C. Donaldson 

Sunday services 

Church School 10:15 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Infant and child care provided. Handicap 
accessible. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF AGAWAM 

760 Main St, Agawam 
churchedie@comcast.net 
www.firstbaptistagawam.org 

Interim pastor: Rev. Jerrie Shepard Matney 
Sunday services 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School (grades K-5) following 
Children’s Message until 10:45 

Youth Group meets at 11 a.m. 

Coffee and conversation following worship 
service 


HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

152 S. Westfield St., Feeding Hills 
413-789-2026 

Sunday services 

Men's and women's Bible study groups and 
Children’s Sunday School Worship Service 
at 10 a.m. Children’s Church for age 3 to 
high school takes place after the service. 
Nursery available for younger children. A 
time for fellowship after the service. 


LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
522 Springfield St. Feeding Hills 
413-821-0937 

Senior Elders Bob and Barbara Olmstead 
ofiice@lighthousema.com 
www.lighthousema.com 

Saturday evening Celebration, 6-8 p.m. 
Saturday evening Prayer, 5-5:45 p.m. 
One-hour classes for children ages 3 to 12 
during service 

Nursery available for younger children 
Small group meetings in homes during 
the week (call or see website for more 
information) 


MARANATHA BAPTIST CHURCH 
522 Springfield St, Feeding Hills 
413-478-9484 

David L. Short, pastor 


Starting from 


Choose A Size 


Sunday Family Bible Study Hour, 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Service, 11 a.m. 

Sunday Night Service, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer, 7 p.m. 


SACRED HEART CHURCH 

1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
413-786-8200 
www.SacredHeartFeedingHills.org 

The Rev. Steven Amo 

Lord's Day Masses: Saturday, 4 p.m. Sunday, 
7:15 a.m., 8:30 a.m, 11 a.m. 

Confessions: Saturdays, 3:15 p.m. 

Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 

Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. 

Special Devotions: Perpetual Novena to the 
Sacred Heart following the Friday 9 a.m. 
Mass 


ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Harvey Hill 

699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
413-786-6133 

saintdavids@comcast.net 
www.stdavidsagawam.org 

Worship services 

Sunday 8 a.m. Rite | and Holy Eucharist 
10 a.m. Rite Il and Holy Eucharist 

Sunday school and Nursery during 10 a.m. 
service; Coffee hour following the 10 a.m. 
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PLACES OF WORSHIP 


Service 

Handicap accessible 

Offsite worship 

Church without Walls, 2nd Sunday of the 
month at 12 p.m. at Parish Pantry, West 
Springfield 

Holy Eucharist and distribution of bag 
lunches 


ST. JOHN THE 

EVANGELIST CHURCH 

The Rev. Michael Pierz, 

permanent administrator 

823 Main St, Agawam 

413-786-8105 
ofice@stjohnagawam.org 
www.stjohnagawam.org 

Saturday Masses: 4 p.m. (English), 6 p.m. 
(Extraordinary Latin Rite) 

Sunday Masses: 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Weekday Masses: Monday through 
Saturday, 8 a.m. 

Eucharistic adoration: Wednesdays, 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Confession: Saturdays, 3 to 3:45 p.m, 
or by appointment. 


“We Treat Your Property 
As We Would Our Own” 


* RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL ° 
* CONDOMINIUMS ° 


Jimmy Stellato - Owner 














~ Twin - $199 ¢ Mulch & Stone 


Installation 
¢ Snowplowing & Sanding 


Feeding Hills 


¢ Lawn Maintenance 
¢ Landscape Design & 
Installation 


10% OFF Schedule 


Overseeding | TEE MAE RLY 


(new accounts only) 


¢ Spring & Fall Clean-Ups 
¢ Trimming & Pruning 
¢ Sodding * Seeding 


Full - $169 


Choose A Fabric 
Choose A Firmness 


Made Right Here in Agawam 
69 Garden Street | Feeding Hills 
789-1080 
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BBB & | 2017 
2017 WMASS SMALL BUSINESS _~aar~_ Vestern Massachusetts 
WINNERS BBB Awards 


for Marketplace Excellence 
WMASS’S TOP “BOUTIQUE” REAL ESTATE FIRM 


THANK YOU AGAWAM! !!! 


A heartfelt and humble thank you for your business 
and continued support as we celebrate 15 years! 


We genuinely look forward to providing the highest levels 
of service, to our beloved community, for the next 15! 





earn & Bueey SENIO 
OFFICIAL BENTON REAL ESTATE MASCOTS 
413.786.3372 
Ben @SoldByBenton.com 


www.SoldByBenton.com 





